Newsletter - Autumn 2022
Our next talk:

‘Thorpe Schools 1937-1997’
Friday 28th October 2022
St Andrew’s Centre, Thunder Lane
Beginning at 7.30pm.
Admission £4 per head – please bring exact money.
There will be short talks on Hillside Avenue Primary School, St.William's
Primary School, St.Andrew's School, Thorpe Grammar School, and Thorpe
High School. After the talks there will be an opportunity to inspect an
exhibition of material related to the Schools. We shall also be providing tea
and biscuits.
Update
Our summer activities went well with good attendances at the various events,
including the guided walk up Chapel Lane by Joanna Barker(pictured below).
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Poppy Trails
In November we will be putting on
further Poppy Trail walks, based
upon those people recorded on the
village war memorial. Last year the
walks included only those from the
First World War but this year they
will include those from both wars.
The walks will begin and end at the
Cottage car park on Spinney Road
and each will cover locations
relating to different war casualties.
The first walk will be on Saturday 5 th
November at 2pm and the second
on the following day – Sunday 6 th
November, also at 2pm.
Numbers are limited so please book
in advance via Nick Williams-details
below. There is no charge but
donations are always welcome.

Yet another fire in Thorpe!
Sadly, yet another piece of our heritage suffered extensive damage in May
when Woodlands(the former Oasis sports club) was badly damaged by fire.
As you can see from the image below the main building suffered severe
damage and the roof has almost gone. We understand an application has
been made to demolish the building prior to re-development of the site.
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We are back!
Since the last newsletter we have held several events including our first talk
for over two years when Dale Wiseman spoke on the life of Robert Caston.

We were delighted to see about 50 people there. The evening was enhanced
by the presence of members of Robert’s family who joined in the question and
answer session following the talk. In June a rearranged talk on Thorpe pubs,
took place and was also well attended.

Jubilee Display

In June the Group took part in the celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
by providing a display at the church (pictured above) on previous Royal
celebrations and events during the last 70 years. It was put together by
Malcolm Martins.
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Thorpe People – Aubrey Marjoram 1911-1944
Earlier this year Thorpe History Group members John Balls and Dale
Wiseman published a new book titled ‘Thorpe St Andrew 1939-45 The War
Memorial.’ It commemorates the 49 men recorded on the memorial and a
further six linked to Thorpe who served in the war on land, in the air and on
the sea. The book contains examples of conspicuous bravery, such as that
shown by Aubrey Marjoram, who was awarded the Military Medal.

The youngest of three brothers, Aubrey was born at Mitford in west Norfolk in
1911 but by his early twenties was working as a gardener at Thorpe Hall.
Here he met his future wife Dorothy who was a housekeeper there. They
married in 1933 and set up home on Primrose Crescent where they brought
up their twin daughters Cynthia and Sylvia.
When war came in 1939 Aubrey enlisted in the Essex Regiment and was sent
to North Africa as part of the Eighth Army facing Rommel’s Afrika Korp. By
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May of 1943 Aubrey was a Lance Sergeant and commanded a section during
an assault on a ridge at Djebel Garei in Tunisia held by the enemy. After
fierce hand to hand fighting the ridge was taken and enemy prisoners
captured but before it could be secured there was a vigorous enemy counterattack. This was repulsed by Marjoram and his men; Marjoram led from the
front using his machine gun to fight off the enemy. Later during the same
action, he picked up a Bren gun from a fallen comrade and continued firing it
until the ammunition ran out. He then retrieved grenades from a German
trench and used them against the enemy. As the action ebbed and flowed, he
was hit by enemy fire but despite this organised an orderly retreat of his
section as enemy numbers and a lack of ammunition made their position
untenable. For his bravery and leadership Marjoram was awarded the Military
Medal - an award given to those below commissioned rank in the armed
services for gallantry and devotion to duty when under fire.
Sadly, Aubrey Marjoram was killed the following year at the battle for Monte
Casino in Italy as Allied forces fought their way up the Italian peninsula. He
was killed on 19th March 1944 aged 32 and is commemorated on the war
memorial at Monte Cassino. His wife and daughters received his Military
Medal from King George VI at Buckingham Palace.

You can find out more
about Aubrey Marjoram
and the others
commemorated on the
memorial in John and
Dale’s book.
‘Thorpe St Andrew
1939-45 The War
Memorial’ is available
priced £9 and can be
delivered locally – if you
want it posted it is £11.
You can contact John
Balls by email at
johnb@btinternet.com.
The book is also
available in the City
Bookshop at 10 Davey Place in Norwich.
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Do you have memories of St Andrew’s Hospital?

WISEArchive is an oral history group that records and preserves memories of
mainly working lives in Norfolk, for future generations. We maintain a
constantly-expanding online archive of transcribed stories and short audio
clips that we are proud to say has been commended by the National Record
Office. All members are volunteers.
For its latest project WISEArchive is keen to find anyone with connections to
the former St Andrew’s Hospital (SAH) and would be willing to record their
memories and experiences. In its day SAH was a major employer and
presence in the Thorpe St Andrew area and there must be many valuable
memories that should be preserved.
Contributors could include former staff, family members with stories to share,
former patients, and anyone else with an association with the hospital.
If you would like to share your memories or you can think of someone else
who might be interested, we would be delighted to hear from you.
Contributors receive a complimentary written version of their story in addition
to a copy of the recording. Further information about WISEArchive may be
found on the website.
Please contact WISEArchive if you would like to be involved:
www.wisearchive.co.uk admin@wisearchive.co.uk Tel Olwen: 01692
402856
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Accounts Sept 2020 - Sept 2021
Below are the accounts of the Thorpe History Group for the period September
2020 to September 2021
Income
07/09/2020 Balance brought forward

Expenditure

£1,572.18

Insurance(Nov20 to Oct21)

£69.68

Website upkeep

£54.00

Dec-20 Printing books

£973.00

Jul-21 Printing books

£405.00

Book Sales

£778.53

Donations from guided walks

£185.00

Donations
Income in accounting year 2020-2021
Total Income (Including balance
brought forward

£1.50
£965.03
£2,537.21

Total Expenditure

£1,501.68

Balance at 7th Sep

£1,035.53

During the accounting year we were fortunate to have £185.00 income from
the well attended guided walks we were able to put on.
Sales of our book Thorpe People helped to offset the cost of printing the book
in December 2020, although City Books take 37% of the profit from copies
they sell for us. Posting copies unfortunately cost more than was originally
estimated which decreased our profit.
Joanna Barker
Treasurer
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Programme for 2022
Below are details of our final events for the year. There is a modest charge of
£4 per head for the talk. The Poppy Trails are free although donations are
welcome.

Date
Friday 28th
October

Saturday 5th
and Sunday
6th November

Title
Talk and exhibition:
Thorpe Schools
1937-1997 John
Balls, Joanna Barker,
Sam Podmore.
Poppy Trails
John Balls, Dale
Wiseman

Venue
Time
St Andrew's
7.30pm
Centre, Thunder
Lane
Meet at Cottage 2pm
car park

We can only accommodate a limited number on the Poppy
Trails is limited so booking is necessary.
Book by contacting Nick Williams.

Thank you Phyll
Phyll Hardie has stepped down from the committee of the Thorpe History
Group, having been a member since our foundation in 2013. We are grateful
to Phyll for her contribution and wish her well in the future.
The current committee consists of:
John Balls(Chair)

Malcolm Martins

Joanna Barker(Treasurer)

Roger Pointer

Nick Williams(Secretary)

Sam Podmore

Pam Harwood

Dale Wiseman

Getting in contact
If you want to know more about the Thorpe History Group or have
something interesting on the history of Thorpe to share please contact Nick
Williams on 01603 438766 or email him at Spinney72@aol.com
You can find the Thorpe History Group on Facebook - Google Thorpe
History Group to find information and photographs and on our website at
http://www.thorpe-history-group.org/
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